
Nantucket School Committee Meeting 

June 2, 2009 

 

Present:  Mrs. Robin Harvey, Mrs. Jenny Garneau, Mrs. Melissa Bonvini-Murphy, Mrs. 

Helene Blair, Dr. Robert Pellicone and student representative Matt Cobb.  Absent:  Dr. 

Timothy Lepore 

 

Mrs. Murphy called the meeting to order at 6:00 PM in the high school cafeteria. 

 

Mrs. Blair moved to approve the agenda.  Mrs. Garneau seconded.  So voted. 

 

Presentations and discussions: 

 

There was no recognition of staff and students. 

 

Update from John Miller:  Kindergarten teacher Ann Dalzell reported that the 

kindergarten team is looking at best practices. The early years need to be initiated by the 

students.  The physical classroom will be looked at to promote a sense of play and hands-

on learning, not teacher-directed learning.  The team is visiting and meeting with local 

preschools and has invited them into their classrooms.   

 

Mr. Miller, Mrs. Slade and members of the NES Math Leadership Team, Ms. Topham, 

Mrs. Printer, Mrs. Fey and Mrs. Slade reported on the recent visit and evaluation by Dr. 

Suzanne Chapin of Boston University.  Data was collected and reviewed and meetings 

were held with the principal, the team and staff across grade levels.    Some of the 

findings included the use of two different mathematics series as the core mathematics 

curriculum; no consistency within grade levels or across the grades in the development 

and delivery of content; certain topics were not taught at all because of lack of time or 

due to teacher choice; NES does not have a mathematics scope and sequence document 

which has led to a K-5 program that lacks cohesion and comprehensiveness.    

Recommendations included undertaking a school-wide initiative to reform the teaching 

and learning of mathematics and making it a priority; select a different standards-based 

mathematics series as the core mathematics program for use at NES; lessons should 

develop all strands of mathematics proficiency; classrooms must be supplied with all 

materials needed to implement the new program; content-based professional development 

courses, as well as curriculum-based professional development workshops next year 

should be provided; administer grade-level assessments every two weeks; offer a parent-

information session every year.  Mr. Miller stated that the staff is behind the effort to 

make improvements in a short period of time.  They will have rubrics that will be 

connected in the grades so that there are no gaps and each student will receive the same 

curriculum strands.   

 

Mrs. Blair reported that she had received telephone from parents concerning behavior at 

NES and she read the following statement:  “One of the most gratifying results after my 

election to the school committee was the response from parents who said they believed 

me when I promised I would be an advocate for their children no matter what. Between 



Thursday, May 21st and Monday, Memorial Day, May 25
th

, I received (7) phone calls 

from parents re:  problems at the elementary school.  Unfortunately, only one out of the 7 

said that she felt she could bring her concerns to the superintendent. 

 

1. “I am requesting that there be a zero aggression policy at the elementary school. 

2.  “ I also request procedures be put in place and enforced for correcting 

misbehaviors rather than giving regards for such behaviors that include swearing, 

hitting, kicking, and running, at will, from classrooms.  Parents need to know and 

to feel that their children are safe in the elementary school. 

 

“Furthermore, before the school committee meeting on Thursday, May 23, 2009, the 

superintendent did not afford us on the school committee the courtesy of being told 

that Mr. Miller would be receiving a 3-year contract.”  She asked that this be placed 

on a future agenda. 

 

In response to a question on math coaches, Mr. Miller stated that they will be training 

teachers for 2-3 days per month.  Professional development will probably take place near 

the end of the summer. 

 

There was a suggestion from the audience that community members who have used math 

in their careers could be brought into the math program. 

 

Update from Karen McGonigle:  A report was given on the status of the portal.  The 

present portal is difficult to use and it is expensive.   School Center was selected as a 

replacement as it was cost effective, easy to use, and focused on K-12 education.  Initial 

implementation will happen in July and staff will be trained in September.   

 

Professional Development Days:  The committee met today and will vet out a 

professional development day calendar for next year.   

 

Wind Energy Update:   The proposal and a request for endorsement from the Board of 

Selectmen are on their agenda for their meeting tomorrow.   

 

SPLASH Program:  Nini LaFarge and Holly McGowan reported that SPLASH is based 

on a program from MIT.   Students registered for a huge variety of course and activities.  

Mrs. LaFarge noted that community members are so willing to share with the students.  

There were 40 community participants.  The staff and students will be polled for their 

opinion. 

 

Comments from the public:  Ms. Martineau spoke in support of a high school colleague 

in the behavioral program who has been assigned to work part-time at the middle school.  

She felt that if the program was removed from the high school part-time it would 

completely obliterate one of the most successful programs in the high school and asked 

the Committee to rethink the decision.  Mrs. Murphy noted that the Committee had no 

purview of personnel matters and couldn’t speak on specific positions.  Concerns would 

be unearthed with the guidance evaluation.  She asked for a report on the guidance 



system at the next meeting.  Several other comments in support of the program remaining 

in the high school full-time were made.  Mrs. McGowan read a letter in support of a 

teaching assistant who was riffed.   

 

Committee votes and votes to be taken:    Mrs. Garneau moved approval of the transfers.  

Mrs. Blair seconded.  So voted. 

 

Ad Hoc Fiscal Committee:  Mrs. Harvey moved to appoint Joe Aguiar to the committee.  

Mrs. Blair seconded.  The Committee thanked all the applicants.  So voted. 

 

Superintendent’s Report:  Supervision & Evaluation Committee Update:  The committee 

will meet tomorrow and review what works and what doesn’t.  Dr. Pellicone noted that it 

will be a long process. 

 

Assistant Superintendent’s Report:  Pink Slip Update:  Dr. Colley has been meeting with 

the principals and other administrators to make sure that as they go through the process 

for staffing, they look at the budget and stimulus predictions.  He did see some pink slips 

being rescinded:  12 teacher positions with two possibly being part-time and five teaching 

assistant positions, with three being part-time.   Teachers are recalled by contract and 

teaching assistants are recalled by seniority.  Dr. Colley didn’t anticipate any more 

recalls. 

 

Guidance Study Update:    The study group will be here next week and an interview 

schedule has been put together for them to meet with many groups of staff.   A meeting 

will be held on Thursday to provide staff an opportunity to give ideas of where the 

reviewers should focus on.  Dr. Pellicone and Dr. Colley will meet with the reviewers for 

an exit interview.  The report should be available mid-summer.  As June 15 is the 

deadline by teacher contract for making assignments for next year, adjustments will be 

made if the report says differently.  In response to a question on how parents can be 

involved in the study, it was suggested that they contact Committee members.    

 

Student Council Report:  Elections for representatives from each grade level and for two 

representatives for the state advisory board will take place.  A student forum for all 

candidates will be held next week. 

 

Sub-committee reports:  Academic Awards went very well. End of the year activities 

include graduation, baccalaureate, senior ball, spring sports awards and 8
th

 grade 

graduation. 

 

After one correction, Mrs. Garneau moved to approve the minutes of May 21, 2009.  Mrs. 

Blair seconded.  So voted. 

 

Next meeting date:  June 16, 2009.  Topics will include an update on professional 

development days, Mrs. Blair’s concerns, and the guidance review.  Mrs. Murphy asked 

that a schedule be set for summer workshops. 

 



Mrs. Harvey thanked all those who spoke.  As the Committee is not privy to a lot of 

information it was helpful for them to hear from everyone. 

 

Mrs. Blair moved to adjourn the meeting at 8:05 PM.  Mrs. Garneau seconded.  So voted. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


